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Bowhunting: Namibia (2004)

I'd already hunted successfully

] -
with bow and arrow several ‘ !
times in Europe, when a F 1 rs t frl Can
[friend of mine and outfitter
I'd hunted with in France
asked my thinking about ®
an even more exciting OW u n tl n
and challenging hunt — a

bowhunting safari on African

plains game in Namibia.

&
S ounds good, [ thoughr, and after some a arl

research and phone calls T told him:
“OK. I'll join you!" Immediately
the planning, checking, and preparing for
this great new adventure started. Sever: By Frank Berbuir
months later, [ travelled in April .'-'._
the Dark Continent for the first time.

During the 390-km drive north l'rum
W md]‘lml- airport, [ enjoyed the divers
landseape while becoming acquainted
Namibia. For me, as a newcomer o this
country, it was stunning, and I soaked up
every impression. Qur final destination
was the Okapunja Hunting Farm, close
to Ftosha Wational Park, about 30 km
northwest of Otavi. Okapunja, at that
time, was managed by the
PH Gustav Bauer and his wife Uschi —
two especially nice and lovely people — as
well as their complete lodge and hunting
teamns. The warm welcome and hospitality !
was outstanding, and Uschi’s kirchen

produced delicious food.

The old, but wonderfully maintained
and fully cquipped farmhouse, with its
big jacaranda tree on one side, looked
beauriful, like an oasis in the bush. The
vehicles, abatroir, cold store, and addirional
buildings were all in a good shape, and the
inviting pool was enjoyably refreshing after
I:rl:lﬂ:_. uuldnnr* — nNot o me nrlﬂn an I\._I -
cold Savannah Dry or Windhoek Lager.

As a novice African bowhunter, we spent
the first L‘Lh- on extended Zame drives over
the huge property w ge .1u:|u.mm=d with
the -".-unl:l4 rful farm, the beauriful l;n{iampr,
and the different game species, At this dme
of the year, the African bush was green and
abundant with magnificent wildlife.

After  being familiarized with the
hunting blinds and hides, the anatomy

aviour of the various animals | was
and the surroundin different
gpors I'd he spotting from. p]us ome nice
stalking for two days, we sertled in a blind R
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Bowhunting: Namibia (2004)

“Good things come to
those who wait, and finally
the gemsbok stood slightly

quartering away at 22 metres."
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After two days of driving around the
Berbuir spent the first days of the hunt driving around Okapunja Hunting Farm with bis bunting area, studying the game and the

T : . e : Eap ] ' he thi )

PH to become familiar with the hunting blinds, the different game species, and Namibia's different kinds of cover, on the third day
. - the hunters settled into a blind,

beautifid landscapes.

"I beard the charge. I beard the PIH say shoot.
I can still bear my taxidermist."”
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Bowhunting: Namibia (2004)

Berbuir wsed Beman ICS Camo Hunter arvotes tipped with 125-grain
Muzzy Broadheads to bunt his pgemsbok in northern Namibia,

o I-f'll'.'-al'l hunt iDF,E::I.M: [re.Coan

Gary Phillips ® Assegai Bush Game Reserve # Po Box 136 » Grahamstown 61440
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on the morning of the third day.

Birds and burrerflies gathered in throngs ar the
waterhole, and a tortoise made its burdensome Way [rom
the llt.‘;il'b}-' bushes thFHI]EL the gmsshnd_ A young kudu
bull showed up for a quick sip. Then, at 9.00 a.m., a
trophy gemsbok bull — chis amazing Namibian heraldic
animal — came into sight around 100 metres from
our location. Gustav and | checked him out with the
binoculars, and he whispered: “That is a real good one
Oh yes, [ thought by myself, and the next second T i
my heart pounding like a sledgehammer.

.L{.}K\ FJ':!"LC 50a :|. i’.J.!rli ..1".';.{ Ii;Lt ]'L':ll.l}'.,"‘ [ n]llﬂ'ﬁhll:lj
to myself as this magnificent antelope continued m
approach. My adrenaline level accelerared like a rocket
into the sky when the bull came within shooting distance,

The gemsbok was nervously checking the situarion and
walking around the waterhole and salr stone. Thanks
Gustav's Fl.'lli-_-:u_t: and c'!cp::ricn ce, | 5[;1:.1-;] calm, and we
kept s quiet that you could have heard 2 pin drop. Good
things come to those who wait, and finally the gemshok
stood slightly quartering away ac 22 metres. [ pulled my
65 lbs. Machews SQ2 bow with the Beman 1C5 Cama
Hunter arrow tipped with a 125-grain 3-blade Muzzy
Broadhead o full draw, and aimed with my pin sight
onto the vitals. Tt was deadly silent when 1 released the
arrow for its lethal mission.
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Bowhunting: Namibia (2004)

animal. But the f .|_~|r|- P|||_|"d up like J]]
aircraft and
the shot I fi
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With over 50 years in the industry, we offer you stability and performance.

Our ammunition is loaded one cartridge at a time
to assure that each round exceeds your expectations, from
varmints to dangerous game.

» Specializing in big bore ammo

» Custom load development available

240-347-4883




