


By Frank Berbuir

he helmeted guineafowl] (Numida meleagris) is

the best known of the guineafowl bird family,
Numididae. Tt is a large bird of about 53 to 58 cm
with a round body and small head. It weighs about
1,3 kg. They are great runners, but their flights are
mostly just 30 to 50 metres. The body plumage is
gray-black spangled with white. Like other guinea-
fowl, this species has a featherless head, in this case
decorated with a dull yellow or reddish bony knob,
and red and blue patches of skin. Honestly, their
heads are not very beautiful. If prepared well they
make a good meal although the guys from the farm
do not really like to eat them, which is pretty under-
standable if you have springbuck, gemsbuck, eland
or kudu on the menu.

Some people may think a guineafowl is not a
big challenge to hunt with bow and arrow, because
you will find them often and nearly everywhere in
Southern Africa. But from my point of view it is not
as easy to harvest them as thought when you focus
ona single bird in a flock or even more challenging,
when you try to stalk them.

Their body size is small compared to their
appearance and these birds are tough. If you do not
hit it deadly, it will run away with the arrow stuck
in its body.

Once more the Virus Africanus brought me back to the dark
continent. This time I hunted with bow and arrow in the south
of Namibia near the village of Maltahhe on Farm Kachauchab,
which is, like many of those farms in the south, very large with
a size of 20,000 hectares.

I knew the owner and PH, Christian Otto, from a previous
visit and we had a nice welcoming and a couple of drinks again
under the beautiful and magnificent Southern African night sky.

The next morning we went out early, before sunrise, for
hunting. Due to the rough terrain and open veldt stalking was
not really the best option so we decided to hunt from several
available blinds. Shooting distances at those waterholes were
about 30 metres, which is roughly 27 metres. A helmeted
guineafowl is not really a big target at that distance.

As usual birds were the morning messengers in the bush and
around our blind, welcoming the rising sun with their chirps.
Like sunsets, the sunrises are always wonderful, especially the
immediate warmth of the rising sun that makes you feel more
comfortable. With the light, the first animal visitors showed up
at the little waterhole — doves and helmeted guineafowls. Along
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The author with @ guineafow! he shot with his bow.

with their typical cackling and clucking they gathered around
the water. It was a buzz of activity - a continual coming and
going of about 30 birds. I was watching a single fowl standing
aside to the left of the flock.

The bird stood slightly quartering away from me at 30
metres. | was about five seconds at full draw with my 80-pounds
Mathews LX bow and the carbon arrow equipped with a 125-
grain G5 small game head (SGH). Okay, an 80-pound bow with
a nearly 500-grain arrow is like cracking a nut with a sledge-
hammer, but a guineafowl was not the major object of my hunt-
ing trip. [ released the arrow out of the blind and within a sec-
ond I heard it crashing through the bird that expired on the spot.
What an excellent and successful start of the day. " ABH
Take care and always good hunting.

Equipment:

Bow: Mathews LX 80 pounds. Arow: Gold Tip Lazer. Broadhead:
G5 3GH (Small Game Head). Optics: Zeiss Victory binocular &
Bushnell rangefinder. Release: Scott. Camo: Sniper Africa
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he ArmourDillo by Hedog

Archery is a small but tough
device you can mount easily as a
permanent part of your bow on the
lower limb for protecting the most
easily damaged lower cam and
string. Its rugged design is made
by an injection molded with high
quantity of fiberglass filled shock
|| absorbing material. Virtually it
gives your lower cam a full cover protection around it and you
do not have to be concerned how you place your bow on the
ground, lean against a tree or whether to rest it on your boot
or not.

With two knocked in arrows and the ArmourDillo, your
bow can stand upright and free. You can also combine the
ArmourDillo with an OMP kickstand or Pole Mountain
|| Outdoors Bowlegs for a free stand and nothing of your bow
touches the ground.

Furthermore if you are hunting, practising or on a tourna-
ment in rough terrain, mountainous or scree slopes you could
use your cam-protected bow for walking support such as a

ArmourDillo Cam Protector by Hedog Archery
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cane or walking frame for climb-
ing up or down. It will add about
2,1 ounces or 59,43 grams to the
bottom limb. Personally I do not
notice this bit of weight and I had
no loss of arrow speed. All mount-
ing hardware is included and the
installation is easy. Moreover,
there is an installation video avail-
able on their website. You can get
the cam protector in two variants.
One version for solid limbs and
the other for split limbs. It fits
more or less on every bow except
Bowtech Destroyer, G5 Prime
Shift 29-inch draw length and longer, G5 Prime Centroid
30-inch draw length and longer and Hoyt G3 Element with
mounted airshock. This “gadget” is definitely not low priced
at about $70, but for me it was a good buy because a dam-
aged cam or string is not just more expensive, it is also really
annoying if this happens in the field or even worse on a hunt.
I personally do not want to miss the ArmourDillo anymore
on my bows. For further information check out their website
under www.HEDOGarchery.com. i ABH
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