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he heat faded away when we, Gustav my Namibian PH and
I, went out for a stalk that late afternoon at the desert mar-
gin of the Kalahari in the south-east of Namibia.

The term Kalahari is a corruption of the word “Kgalagadi”,
the name of a black tribe who inhabits Botswana. In the
Setswana language the word means “always dry”, although the
meaning of the word has been interpreted in a variety of other
ways, such as “wilderness”, “thirst land”, “the land that has
dried up” or “salt pans”. Geographically the name is applied in
a very loose sense.

The area covered by Kalahari sands extends over some 2,5
million km? of the interior of central southern Africa. These
wind-blown sands are the largest continuous stretch of sand in
the world. The area constituting in the Kalahari dune veld is but
a small part, in the south-western corner of this vast expanse,
and includes south-western Botswana, together with the adja-
cent areas of Namibia and South Africa.

The Kalahari is not a true desert, but rather an arid savan-
nah and is quite densely covered with grasses, shrubs and trees.
It is regarded as one of Africa’s last wilderness areas and is
probably one of the largest relatively undisturbed arid savan-
nahs in Africa.

Actually our approach this late afternoon was to stalk on
springbuck. With the vintage Landcruiser, by the way one of
the best vehicles for Africa and especially this area, we drove
a couple of kilometres before we walked a kilometre to a spot
where, according to the knowledge of a local farmer, you could
find springbuck tracks of a frequently visited place. When we
arrived there indeed many tracks from all cardinal points were
present. We decided to crawl up a nearby dune and spot the area
before stalking a blind alley. With the binoculars we had a spec-
tacular view on the wideness and nativeness of this somehow
inhospitable, but also exciting and interesting Kalahari area.
Luckily we spotted a single springbuck ram resting beside a
bush approximately a kilometre away. We made a plan for our
stalking taking into account the wind and potential ambush and
started our stalk. We could shorten the distance quickly by fol-
lowing the natural bush coverage on our stalking route. Also
the sandy soil was a good advantage to avoid operating noises
during walking. Unfortunately we did not recognise a cape
fox behind a bush when sneaking in and spooked him. Both of
us as well as the fox were completely astonished by this close
encounter and we could only see “Reynard the Fox” dashing
away. Nevertheless it was a nice fortune coincidence because I
had never seen a cape fox before. By mischance this noise made
the springbuck alert and he was on his feet now scanning the
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The author holding the hare he shot with his bow.

area around him. This did not make it easier for us. We still
were about 80 metres short of him and kept quiet and motion-
less behind the bushes when he looked towards our direction.
Also the wind was in our favour and we did not move but these
bushes where we hide behind felt somehow suspicious for the
ram. He turned around first trotted and then galloped away.
That's how fast it can happen — that’s hunting.

Meanwhile it was late and the sunset was in full swing so
we decided to return to the bakkie.

Half way back all of a sudden a cape hare (Lepus Capensis
—vlakhaas) came out of a bush and sat in front of it continuing
to look, sniff and dig for seeds or anything else eatable. He had
not realized us and I was standing at 22 metres when [ gently
knocked the Carbon Express CX Hunter arrow onto the string
of my Mathews bow. The hare was still innocent about the situ-
ation and crouched down broadside whereas I could hear and
feel my heart pumping when [ was at full draw. I released the
arrow with the 125-grain Silverflame broadhead.

It hit home on the spot I aimed and the hare was pinned to
the ground without any noise or movement. I cannot argue that
this was not as exciting as hunting after an antelope or pig.

Therefore two days later we intentionally stalked for a hare
and were luckily also successful.

More or less by fluke I could harvest my first cape hare
which made a good eating by the way on the next day dinner. A
springbuck ram I could luckily shoot a couple of days later as
well, but that’s a different story. Always good hunting and Alles
van die Beste. 7 ABH

Equipment:

* Bow: Mathews LX 70 pound.

e Arrow: Carbon Express CX Hunter.

¢ Broadhead: German Kinetics Silverflame.

¢ Optics: Zeiss Victory binocular & Bushnell rangefinder.
* Release: Scott. .

*  Camo:; Sniper Africa.
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