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My pusswit; of blesbuele in Namilia,

The authar with the ol
capital ewe.

By Frank Berbuir

It was a wonderful African afternoon in Novembar when
| climbed up the tamboti tree at 3:30 pm and info my
tree seat. | caught a nice sun tan, watched ostriches
stroll to the water, took a view on the different Toku's,
observed a group of young warthog that dropped
by for a sip, and enjoyed the birds visiting me in the
tree, obviously surprised by the strange creature sifting
there.

Iwas not only al Omalangs Safaris in the north of Namibia
near the Frogha National Park to savour the wonderful biota;
[ was on a bowhunting trip and was sitting there pwing Lo per-
sonal observations that many Damealiscus dorcas phillipsi, better
known as hlesbuck, appeared frequently at this waterhole,

As | relished the sun and surroundings | suddenly glassed
two blesbuck stepping out of the bush from a westerly direc-
tion, They were heading to the water and were about 200 metres
away, but my blood pressure was already starting o ¢nter a range
a physician would not normally recommend,

Okav buddy, get ready and stay calm, [ thought. The buck
were approximately 100 metres away from the water and through
the binoes ['saw that they were a young ram-and a very old and
capital ewe with long, polished homs,

“Wow! Amazing”, T whispered to myself and nocked the
Carbon Express OX Humter 300 Advantage arrow with the
Silverflame 125 grain broadhead.

1 was sitting 4.5 metres above the ground, The wind was in
my favour - blowing from the direction the two blesbuck came,
They did not detect me so far away and headed side by side to
the water. When the doe stood free it would be up to me to writs
& Suceess s1ory.

Fhev reached the water and had started to dnnk when the
female tumed away from the ram and stood broadside at 27
metres. “This is your chance, Frank™, I thought. [ drew my B0
pound Mathews LX, sighted in on the vitals and released the
arrow, It penetrated and the blesbuck went galloping off. About
30 metres later she stopped, looked behind her, lost her balance
and collapsed,
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[twas 3:20 pmoand T felt lucky, overwhelmed, shivery and
awestruck. | called Gustav on the radie and left my stand. When
he arrived he congratulated me on myy tine trophy. We ook some
great photos and he told me that he would take care of the rest
and that 1 should get back into my tree seat as he puessed that
more blesbuck would come to the water, So 1 climbed back up
again.

Believe it or not, one hour later two fing blesbuck rams came
lo the water, galloping towards it a5 if in & horry and standing
very close together so thal no shot was possiblef They drank
quickly and turned directly to leave the walerhole, They trot-
ted very slowly and somewhat apart. but they were still on the
move, The sun was low and 1 knew for sure that Iwould not get
a second chance like this one today. | had expenenced the same
situation bwo years apo together with Gustav when we were ona
bowhunt and a warthog wanted 1o leave the waterhole urgently. |
rememberad the scene and blew a short whistle, hoping 1o make
the hleshuck stop, He did at 30 metres, slightly quartering away.
1 was at full draw for ten seconds and aiming on the vitals when
he stopped at the sound of the whastle,

It was now or never. [ pulled the trigger of my release and the
siring accelerated the arrpw to the 277 fps. Tt smashed through
both lungs. He jumped up, ran several metres and stopped behind
a bush. Then it was dead quiet. Five sceonds later [ heard a final
Bark gome from behind the bush and he expired within 40 metres
of the shot, The sun was down when T climbed dewn from the
stand and together with Gustav, who I called again on the radio,
we found the ram. [t was a good trophy and, as always, we took
some photos, Back in camp that night, along with a couple of
heers, everybody enjoyed lstening to my tale several times,

As g lifetime memoary their shoulder mouns always let me
relive these awesome moments. Thanks o all who made these
special mements memorable lorever!
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Equipment:

Bow: hiainaws IJ;HU Ips'(custarnizad - ana-of 12 Sefs availakla for B s
o e LX), Sights HHA Optirieer Sight. Rest: Trophy Ridos Drop Awdy
‘Rest. Stabllizer: Vibiacheck Stobiizar. GQuiver: Mathews & araw, quivar
Release: Scoft Wideat Releass, Arrow: Carbon Emrmscx Huntar 300
N:M:l'ih:lge lrnndhwudﬂ Elhl'a@'mjma 125 uruln Oplics: Foizs Victons
1000 anid Leupoicl 24 1 Rangetindar,



