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Springbok with
bow and arrow

By Frank Berbuir

Cnge again the “virus Africanus” brought me back
to the dark continent - back to Namibia, Almost five
months had passed since my last Namibian bowhunt
in November 2006. This time | was hunting with Juergen
from Wildlife Marketing, an experienced Africa hunter
and a buddy of mine, He invited me to accompany
him on a hunfing trip and the making of a promotion
film for Wildlife Marketing.

¢ had a good, exciting and successful tme This time |

bowhunted from 10 o 17 April 2007 i the south of
Namibia, near the wvillage Malishihe on Fanm Kachauchab:
The farms o the south of Namibig are all very large and Farm
Kachauchab has o size of 200000 hectares,

Christian Onto, the owner, PH oand farmer picked us up at
Windhosk airport and during the approximately 300 km dive
south to the farm, T enpoyed the diversified landscapes and being
back i Alriea agan

| was chasing springhok this ting, Due to the raugh territony
ad open veld, stalking was not an option, so we decided 1o hunt
from two available blinds that Juergen and Chrstian had set up
the vear belore, Shooting distances at the waterholes were more
than 30 metres, After ourarmval and hearty welcome to the farm
we wanted to go out immediately foran aftermaoon hunt

Ad hall past four we were in the blind, Some smull warlhopgs
arscd dilerent birds visited us, bot besides this we anly enjoved
the amazing Namibian sundown . on the horizon. It did not ma-
ter hecause we were happy 1o be back again in Namibia and
Christian had made 2 “lekker™ gemshok roast for dinner, which
we witshed down with @ couple of beers and Scottish smgle
malts, O top of all this we had o wonderful and magnificent
view of the African sky, with hillions of stars, the Milky Way,
Magellanic Clouds and the Southem Cross.

Next morning we started carly,

03 30 The wake-up call from my watch got o up.

G0 Met Juergen fora quick cotfee and then drove out to
owr hunting ground where the last davs showed tracks of spring-
bok that gatheraed there freguently,

O 150 Arrived at the blind after a tricky walk, especially if
vk are still halFasleep ad have to walk in complete darkness.

(1430 Ready in the blind and slept again — not really, because
exviement rose when we reached the blind and heard the sonori-
e nonses of spoingbok close by,

3 300 Sunrse and it became cosier and warner i the blind.
First hirds approached the waterholes and guinea fowls clucked
around.

i bk Atennon: Nme sprmghok seemed tooappear from
nowhere and stood o our right.

Unfortunately  there were only docs and voung  miales
or females — nevertheless 1t was a vision of delight 10 see the
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‘The aothor with his

springbok ram.

youngsters houncing around and i1 made for some good scenes
on video, Becawse the wind was i our favour and we were dead

guict, they headed down to the waterhole, drank and stayed
there, Some of them felt o comifortable, they lay down 40w 50
metres away from us.

Of a0 ~Buddy, keep vour hair on, this is getting serious!™ A
good springhok ram came over the hill ahow T80 metres away
{rom us. Even-tempered, he trotted towards the water, not caring
4 straw for the others, In slow motion | drageed myseli o my
feet, After two howrs of sitting my lezs felt hke wabbiy pudding:
Atasoail’s pace | moved o the shooting slot to get into position,
The ram was at 80 metres and soll heading forward. | necked the
Carbon Express CX Hupter 2000 Advantage arrow, equipped with
the [ 2%-grain (35 Tekkan [T mechanical broadhead: The ram was
still o lis way with no sign of discomfor.

A 33 metres he reached his destnation and lowered his head
t sipn This was the moment for me o draw my bow, Within
secomds [ had the sight pin on his vital area. He stood shishtly
guartering towards me and | fired the arrow from the 30 pounds
Muathews LA You could hear it crash through the shoulder and
penetrate the lungs belore it few oot of the springhok on the
other side. Like a cannonhall the ram shot off around 40 metres
in the direction from which he had come. before gomg down
on hus knees and expiring withim seconds, What an ineredible
experience.

T We arranged the ram for some dignified trophy photos
and headed back tothe farm for & good, rich hacon and potato
omelelte breakfast, What @ wonderlul start 10 the day.

Altogether on that tip 1 harvested with my Mathaws LX,
ane springbok ram at 33 metres, full penetration, shot through
both lungs, two springbok does (one trephy doe and one tor the
kitchen), 30 and 32 metres, {ull penetration, shot through both
lungs and one helmeted guinea fowl a1 20 yards,

All animals were shot with the 125-grain (G5 Tekans 11
excellent performance from these broadbeads, With the rifle |
shot another springbok, fust for the meat, Juergen also shot cight
traphy animals by bow or ritle {springbok, orvs, Black and blee
wildebeest, blesbok, warhogz).

If wou are mterested in bow- or rifle hunting on Farm
Kachauchab, check oul the links, swww owildlifé-marketing.de
and wwwnamibiafarmhunting com i



